
World War Two was many wars. Fought on mul-
tiple fronts, the war involved a complex tangle of 
war aims and competing ideologies. The advent 
of “total war” blurred the line between the home 
front and the battlefront and demanded the mo-
bilization of domestic societies in unprecedented 
ways. The war introduced new weapons of mass 
destruction that targeted both civilians and sol-
diers. This course looks at these issues from the 
vantage point of Japanese history, focusing on 
what Japanese call the “Asia-Pacific War.” 

One of the goals of the course is to help you gain 
a nuanced understanding of the reality and conse-
quences of modern warfare by engaging with a va-
riety of (primarily Japanese) perspectives on the 
preparation, waging and aftermath of the Asia-Pa-
cific War from the 1920s to the 1950s.

Another equally important goal is to help you de-
velop habits and skills for gathering, evaluating, manipulating and 
disseminating historical sources in a variety of media and formats. 
To this end, all of the course content and assignments are designed 
to contribute to the collaborative creation of an online resource on 
the history of the war: Japanhistorylab.ca.
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I n s t r u c t o r

When  /  Where

O f f i ce  Hour s

HISTR 365 

10:30-11:30
Tuesdays 

Wednesdays
Cornett B143

10:30-11:30 
Fridays 

Clearihue A102

O v e r v i e w 
Themes and Objectives

Joel Legassie
Admin@japanhistorylab.ca

Clearihue B226
Fridays

1:00 - 4:00 pm

Text Books & Resources
Gordon, Andrew. A Modern History of Japan: From Tokugawa Times to the 
Present. New York: Oxford University Press, 2009.

Ienaga, Saburo. The Pacific War: World War II and the Japanese, 1931-
1945. Frank Baldwin, trans. New York: Pantheon Books, 1978.

Schreibman, Susan, Ray Siemens, and John Unsworth. Companion to Digi-
tal Humanities. Online. Oxford: Blackwell Publishing Professional, 2004. 
www.digitalhumanities.org/companion/.

University of Victoria, Department of History, History Essay Style Guide, 
www.uvic.ca/humanities/history/assets/docs/styleguide.pdf.

http://Japanhistorylab.ca
mailto:Admin%40japanhistorylab.ca?subject=
http://www.digitalhumanities.org/companion/
http://www.uvic.ca/humanities/history/assets/docs/styleguide.pdf
http://www.uvic.ca/humanities/history/assets/docs/styleguide.pdf%20


Fridays
Labs

Our Friday sessions will be held in the computer 
lab (Clearihue A102), where you will have the op-
portunity to learn and practice the skills and tools 
required to build our online historical resource. The lab format will be very simple, 
consisting of a brief demonstration of the days skills and tools, followed by a set of 
exercises that will give you hands on experience with the skills and tools.

Wednesday (and some Friday) classes will be devoted to building our online historical 
resource. Following the ‘flipped classroom’ style of learning (en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Flipped_classroom), we will actually perform all of the tasks required to create an his-
torical website, from gathering multi-media materials to proofing final copy, together 
during class time. As the instructor, I will provide parameters, resources and advice for 
each session, but as a class, you will be responsible for coordinating your activities to 
ensure that the work gets done in the time allotted. 
Hold onto your hats. It might get crazy!

A large portion of your individual group project 
grade will be determined by how you take initia-
tive and cooperate with your colleagues during our 
workshop sessions. I will provide more details and 
opportunity for discussion during of our online 
historical resource during an early class session.
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Course Format

15 % ..................................................................Annotated Bibliography                                                     
25 % ..................................................................................Research Essay                                    
15% ........................................................................................Peer Review   
20% ...................................................................................Project Review  
25 % ....................................................................................Group Project                    

Grad i n g

Tuesdays 

Wednesdays
Japan History Lab Workshop

Lectures are meant to provide context and background information to support your 
written assignments and our collaborative project. You are strongly encouraged to 
study the assigned readings and participate in the lectures with questions, comments, 
and ideas for bringing materials and concepts from the lectures and readings into our 
online historical resource at Japanhistorylab.ca.

Lecture Series
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Assignments
Group Project

As a class we will create an online historical resource that will revolve around a theme (TBD), related 
to the history of the Asia-Pacific War. Except for three individual assignments (see below), all of the 
work for this project will be done together during class time. However, these assignments will make 
vital contributions to the group project. Your annotated bibliographies will identify the sources and 
multi-media content that will populate the site. Your research papers will become articles that will 
form the analytical meat of the website, while your reviews of your peers work will facilitate the shar-
ing of knowledge and the overall improvement of the site’s quality.

In the Wednesday workshops we will take the raw material provided by individual assignments and 
knit them together into a coherent whole, while building functionality that will allow users to access 
and navigate this content in different ways (namely a hypertext bibliography, interactive map, and 
timeline). Class time will be devoted to a variety of activities such as seminar style discussions of the 
historical and historiographical aspects of the project, digitizing and preparing sources for upload, 
writing HTML hypertext and copy-editing and proofing content for publication. All of the skills re-
quired for the project will be taught during Friday morning labs. 

This is a ‘learner centred’ project, and as such you, as a class you are responsible for organizing your-
selves and ensuring that the work gets done in the time allotted. As an instructor, I will take on the 
role of facilitator at the beginning of each workshop, and provide a framework and parameters for the 
days work.

Evaluation: Everyone will be evaluated individually on their performance during the workshops. The first 
criteria for evaluation is your demonstrated understanding of the chosen theme, and the evolving plan for its 
expression in the online historical resource. Second, is your application of the skills learned during the labs, 
and third is your level of cooperation, leadership and initiative while participating in the project. 

Annotated Bibliography
Due: Wednesday Oct. 7

You will compile an annotated bibliography of primary and secondary sources. Half of the entries in 
your bibliography will be sources for your research paper, while the other half will be multi-media 
primary sources for our online historical resource. There can be overlap between these categories 
so long as you gather 8-10 sources total. Provide annotations for each entry that describe the source, 
explain why it is useful for your paper, the online historical resource, or both, and explain how we can 
get access to the source (ie. its physical location, media and format, and copy right status, etc.) Your 
bibliography and annotations should be no more that 3 double-spaced pages long (approx. 800 words), 
so you will want to write a concise paragraph for each entry. No point form or lists please. Later on in 
the workshop we will compile everyone’s bibliographies and use them to select the sources we will use 
to populate our online historical resource.

Evaluation: The most important criteria of evaluation will be the appropriateness of your selections for your 
paper topics, and / or for our online historical resource. Second is your creativity in imagining how different 
sources can be used to illustrate the theme of the online historical resource within the restraints of the pro-
ject. Finally, you will be graded on your ability to adhere to the Department of History’s Essay Style Guide in 
presenting you bibliographic entries.
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Research Essay
Draft Due: Wednesday Oct. 21
Final Due: Wednesday Nov. 18
As mentioned above your research paper will become an article within our online historical re-
source, but before that it will be a standard history research paper. You will submit the first draft 
of your paper to me, and the online historical resource early on in the course, after which you will 
receive feedback from me, and one of your peers. You will then have the chance to revise your paper 
and resubmit it, roughly two thirds of the way through the course. From that point on your paper 
will become part of the online historical resource, and it will be our collective responsibility to add 
HTML markup, embed media, incorporate it into our bibliography, map and timeline, and finally edit 
and proof-read it for publication. 

Because of the truncated timeline for completion please limit your paper to 8 double-spaced pages 
(approx 2000 words). For each draft you will submit a master copy formatted as per the Department 
of History’s Essay Style Guide in hard copy or via e-mail (.doc or .docx please). A second copy should 
uploaded to the online historical resource as plain text. 
 
Topics can be chosen for a list of stub articles already on the site (japanhistorylab.ca/index), or you 
can propose you own. Your topic, however, must contribute to the theme we choose for the online 
historical resource, cannot overlap with someone else’s topic, and should lend itself to inclusion in 
either or both the map and timeline. One of the first workshop sessions will be devoted to balancing 
individual research interests with the overall coherence of the online historical resource. Practically, 
your paper should be written as a narrative account of the relationship between a person, event or 
place and the theme that we choose for our group project.

Evaluation: The most important criteria is your ability to 
make a clear argument backed by appropriate and sufficient 
evidence. Another important criteria will be how well you 
paper fits with the theme of the online historical resource, 
and how effectively it merges with the broader narrative we 
are collectively constructing. Attention will also be paid to 
the structure and clarity of your writing, as well as adherence 
to the Department of History’s Essay Style Guide. Both your 
draft and final submissions will be graded making up 10% and 
15% of your course grade respectively.

Peer Review
Due: Friday Nov. 6
You will read and provide feedback on the first draft of one of your colleague’s research papers. 
The review will be conducted through the workflow management system of the online historical 
resource, but you must also submit a copy of your review to me in hard copy, or via e-mail (.doc or 
.docx). In no more than four double-spaced pages (approx. 1000 words) you will evaluate the argu-
ment and evidence, fit with the chosen theme, and clarity of your colleague’s paper. These reviews 
will not be blind, so keep it respectful, while making a concise summary of the work and providing 
clear and effective suggestions for improvement. It is expected that you will familiarize yourself with 
the author’s sources and subject matter to the extent that you can provide an informed opinion of 
the paper’s contribution.  

Evaluation: The main criteria is the quality of your evaluation of the papers quality and contribution to 
the chosen theme. Second is the clarity and effectiveness of your suggestions for improvement. As always 
the clarity and style of your writing will also weigh in.
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Project Review
Due: Friday Dec. 4
In the first part of this hybrid assignment (60%) you will write a summary of the broad historical narrative that we have 
created with the online historical resource, including a discussion of the historiographical questions that it addresses, and 
justification, or critique of this narrative’s contribution to the field of knowledge on the Asia-Pacific War. The second part 
of the assignment (40%) will consist of a post-mortem of the online historical resource project. What worked and what 
didn’t? What could have been done differently to make the project better? Were your own learning goals and interests 
satisfied? Why or why not? In total your project review should not exceed six double-spaced pages (approx. 1500 words) 
and should conform to the Department of History’s Essay Style Guide.

Evaluation: As with your research paper the most important criteria is your ability to make a clear argument backed by appro-
priate and sufficient evidence. Second is your ability to draw on and reconcile a variety of perspectives and sources to provide a 
broad and nuanced account of the historical narrative we have constructed, and its relationships to existing political, ideological 
and institutional structures. For the project post-mortem, I am looking for honest and practical discussion of the mechanics of the 
project. (It’s also a chance for you to point out the importance of your own contributions). The quality and style of your writing 
will also be a factor in your grade. 

Wednesday September 16 (Cornet  B 143) 
Workshop 1: Setting the Scope I
Readings: 
Schreibman, Susan, et. al. Companion to Digital Humanities. Online. Oxford: Blackwell Publishing Professional, 2004. Chap-
ter 5 “Computing and the Historical Imagination,” www.digitalhumanities.org/companion.

Peter K. Bol, “What do humanists want? What do humanists need? What might humanists get?” in Dear, M. J., et. al., eds. 
GeoHumanities: Art, History, Text at the Edge of Place. New York: Routledge, 2011., 296-309.

Tuesday September 15   (Cornet  B 143) 
Lecture 1: Lingering Horrors

Readings: 
Ienaga, The Pacific War, Chapter 9, pp. 181-202.

 
Halloran, Neil. “The Fallen of World War II,” 2015. www.fallen.io/ww2. 

Fackler, Martin. “U.S. Textbook Skews History, Prime Minister of Japan Says.” The New York Times, January 29, 2015. 
www.nytimes.com/2015/01/30/world/asia/japans-premier-disputes-us-textbooks-portrayal-of-comfort-women.html. 

Kingston, Jeff. “Abe Statement Was Vague in All the Wrong Places.” The Japan Times, August 15, 2015. www.japantimes.
co.jp/opinion/2015/08/15/commentary/abe-statement-vague-wrong-places.

Friday September 1 1  (Clearihue A102)
Lab 1: Drupal I: Introduction to the Drupal Content Management System
Readings: 
Drupal Community. “Drupal Community Documentation: General Concepts.” www.drupal.org/node/19828.

———. “Drupal Community Documentation: The Drupal Overview.” www.drupal.org/getting-started/before/overview.
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Calendar

Assignments

WEdnesday September 9 (Cornet B143)
Course Introduction
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Tuesday September 29 (Cornet  B 143)
Lecture 3: Geopolitics and Diplomacy
Readings:  
Ienaga, The Pacific War, Chapter 1, pp. 3-13.

Gordon, A Modern History of Japan,  pp. 172-190.

Friday September 25 (Clearihue A102)
Lab 3: Drupal III: Drupal Modules (views, date, timeline, image, workflow)

Readings:  
Schreibman, Susan, Ray Siemens, and John Unsworth. Companion to Digital Humanities. Online. Oxford: Blackwell Publish-

ing Professional, 2004. Chapter 15 “Databases,” www.digitalhumanities.org/companion.

Wednesday September 23 (Cornet  B 143)
Workshop 2: Setting the Scope II 
Readings:
Peter K. Bol, “What do humanists want? What do humanists need? What might humanists get?” in Dear, M. J., et. al., eds. 
GeoHumanities: Art, History, Text at the Edge of Place. New York: Routledge, 2011., 296-309.

Partner, Simon. Toshié: A Story of Village Life in Twentieth-Century Japan, Berkeley: University of California Press, 
2004., Chapter 3 “The Village Goes to War, 59-102. (Available online through Summon).
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Tuesday September 22 (Cornet  B 143)
Lecture 2: Politics and Personalities

Readings:
Gordon, A Modern History of Japan,  pp. 61-69, 89-92, 125-129, 162-165, 169-171, 195-201. 

Wednesday September 30 (Cornet  B 143)
Workshop 3: Gathering Sources

Readings: 
Rosenberg, D, and Grafton, A. Cartographies of Time. New York: Princeton Architectural Press, 2010. Chapters 1 & 8, pp. 10-26, 238-247. 

Review List of Archives at Japan History Lab, http://japanhistorylab.ca/content/archives-and-databases

Review online maps in the “Digital Mapping Examples” folder of the class’s Zotero group “Japan History Lab,” www.
zotero.org/groups/japan_history_lab/items/collectionKey/Q9XH2GBW 

Friday September 18  (Clearihue A102)
Lab 2: Drupal II: Drupal Biblio and Zotero
Readings:
“Zotero Documentation: Quick Start Guide.” Zotero, 2015. www.zotero.org/support/quick_start_guide. 

Drupal Community. “Drupal Community Documentation: Biblio Module Basic Usage.” www.drupal.org/node/111021.

———. “Drupal Download and Extend: Bibliography Module.”  www.drupal.org/project/biblio. (Skim)
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Wednesday October 14 (Clearihue A102) 
Workshop 5: Bibliography Review II

Friday October 16 (Clearihue A102)
Lab 6: HGIS I: QGIS Creating a Map Image from a Digitized Historical Map
Readings: 
“QGIS Training Manual.” Lesson 2.3 “An Overview of the Interface“. docs.qgis.org/2.2/en/docs/training_manual/intro-
duction/overview.html.

Gandhi, Ujaval. “Georeferencing Topo Sheets and Scanned Maps.” QGIS Tutorials and Tips.  www.qgistutorials.com/en/
docs/georeferencing_basics.html.

Tuesday October 13  (Cornet  B 143)
Lecture 5: Nai-chi vs. Gai-chi
Readings: 
Ienaga, The Pacific War, Chapter 8,  pp. 153 -180.  

Friday October 9 (Clearihue A102)
Lab 5: HTML Markup

Readings: 
Bush, Vannevar. “As We May Think.” The Atlantic, July 1945. www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/1945/07 as-we-

may-think/303881/.

“HTML Tutorial.” W3Schools. “HTML Introduction” to “HTML Attributes”  www.w3schools.com/html/html_intro.asp.

Wednesday October 7 (Clearihue A102)
Workshop 4: Bibliography Review I
Annotated Bibliography Due

Tuesday October 6 (Cornet  B 143)
Lecture 4: Ideology and Resistance

Readings: 
Ienaga, The Pacific War, Chapter 2, pp. 13-33, Chapter 10, 203-228.

Gordon, A Modern History of Japan,  pp. 103-113, 134-137, 166-171, 209-214.

Friday October 2 (Clearihue A102)
Lab 4: Data Management: Collecting Historical Materials in the Digital World
Readings: 
Set up a free file sharing account on Mega, mega.nz.
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Wednesday October 28 (Clearihue A102)
Workshop 7: Materials Preparation I

Tuesday October 27 (Cornet  B 143)
Lecture 7: Technology and Military Power
Readings: 
Yang, Daqing. “Telecommunication and the Japanese Empire: A Preliminary Analysis of Telegraphic Traffic.” Historical 
Social Research / Historische Sozialforschung 35:1 (131) (January 1, 2010): 66–89. (Online at Uvic Library)

To Be Determined

Friday October 30 (Clearihue A102)
Lab 8: Drupal IV:  Drupal and openlayers

Readings: 
Drupal Community. “Getting Started with OpenLayers in Drupal 7.” Drupal.org. Accessed August 11, 2015. https://www.

drupal.org/node/1481374.

McRae, William. “Building Maps with OpenLayers in Drupal 7.” PreviousNext. Accessed July 18, 2015. https://www.previ-
ousnext.com.au/blog/building-maps-openlayers-drupal-7.
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Friday October 23 (Clearihue A102)
Lab 7: HGIS II: QGIS Creating a Vector Map from Geodata
Readings: 
Gandhi, Ujaval. “Digitizing Map Data.” QGIS Tutorials and Tips. www.qgistutorials.com/en/docs/digitizing_basics.html.

Gandhi, Ujaval. “Basic Vector Styling.” QGIS Tutorials and Tips. www.qgistutorials.com/en/docs/basic_vector_styling.html.
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Tuesday October 20 (Cornet  B 143)
Lecture 6:  War in China
Readings:
Ienaga, The Pacific War, Chapters 4 & 5,  pp. 57 -96.

Gordon, A Modern History of Japan,  pp. 202-203.  

Wednesday October 21  (MacLaurin D115)
Workshop 6: Theme Check Up I 

Readings: 
Rice, Richard. “Japanese Labor in World War II.” International Labor and Working-Class History, no. 38 (Oct. 1990), 29–45. 

(JSTOR)
Research Essay Due

https://www.drupal.org/node/1481374
https://www.drupal.org/node/1481374
https://www.previousnext.com.au/blog/building-maps-openlayers-drupal-7
https://www.previousnext.com.au/blog/building-maps-openlayers-drupal-7
http://www.qgistutorials.com/en/docs/digitizing_basics.html
http://www.qgistutorials.com/en/docs/basic_vector_styling.html


Wednesday November 18 (MacLaurin D115)
Workshop 8: Theme Check Up II

Readings: 
Kratoska, P. ed. Asian Labor in the Wartime Japanese Empire: Unknown Histories. Armonk: Sharpe, 2005, Chapters 12 & 13, 

237-264.

Research Essay Due

Tuesday November 17 (Cornet  B143)
Lecture 9: Racism and War

Readings: 
Szpilman, Christopher W. A., and Sven Saaler. “Pan-Asian-
ism as an Ideal of Asian Identity and Solidarity, 1850–Pre-
sent.” The Asia-Pacific Journal, 9:17 (April 2011). japanfo-

cus.org/-Sven-Saaler/3519/article.html.

Aydin, Cemil. “Japan’s Pan-Asianism and the Legitimacy of Imperial World Order, 1931-1945.” The Asia-Pacific Journal, 
(March 2008). japanfocus.org/-Cemil-Aydin/2695/article.html.

Friday November 13 (Clearihue A102)
Workshop 9: Materials Preparation II

Reading Break NOvember 10-11
No Classes

Friday November 6 (Clearihue A102)
Lab 10: Writing for the Web II: Creating 
and Following a Style Guide
Readings: 
Lior, Linda Newman. Writing for Interaction. Morgan Kauf-
mann, 2013.  Chapter 8. (Online at Uvic Library)

“Manuscript Preparation Guidelines.” Chicago Manual of 
Style. www.press.uchicago.edu/infoServices/emsguide.html.
Peer Review Due
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Wednesday November 4 (Cornet  B 143)
Lab 9: Writing for the Web I

Readings: 
Lior, Linda Newman. Writing for Interaction. Morgan Kaufmann, 2013.  Chapters 6 & 7. (Online at Uvic Library)

Tuesday November 3 (Cornet  B 143)
Lecture 8: War in the Pacific
Readings:  
Ienaga, The Pacific War, Chapters 7,  pp. 129-153.

Gordon, A Modern History of Japan,  pp. 207-214.
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Friday December 4 (Cornet  B143)
Conclusion: Consequences of Lives not Lived
Readings: 
Ienaga, The Pacific War, Conclusion,  pp. 241-246.

Bix, Herbert P. “War Responsibility and Historical Memory: Hirohito’s Apparition.” Japan Focus, 2008. http://japanfocus.
org/-Herbert_P_-Bix/2741/article.html.
Project Review Due

Wednesday December 2 (MacLaurin D115)
Workshop 12: Uploading and Reviewing III

Tuesday December 1 (Cornet  B143)
Lecture 11: From the Ashes of War
Readings: 
Ienaga, The Pacific War, Chapter 11,  pp. 229 -240.

Gordon, A Modern History of Japan,  pp. 219-238. 

Friday November 27 (Clearihue A102)
Workshop 11: Uploading and Reviewing II

Wednesday November 25 (MacLaurin D115)
Workshop 10: Uploading and Reviewing I 

Tuesday November 24 (Cornet  B 143)
Lecture 10: Experiences of War

Readings: 
Ienaga, The Pacific War, Chapter 6,  pp. 97 -109.

Gordon, A Modern History of Japan,  pp. 215-218. 
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Friday November 20 (Clearihue A102)
Workshop 10: Materials Preparation III

Towards the end of term you will have the opportunity to complete a confidential course experience survey (CES) regard-
ing your learning experience. The survey is vital to providing feedback about the course and my teaching, as well as to help 
the department improve the overall program for students in the future. When it is time for you to complete the survey, you 
will receive an email inviting you to do so. If you do not receive an email invitation, you can go directly to ces.uvic.ca, and 
sign in with your NetLink ID to access the survey. I will remind you nearer the time,  but I would appreciate it if you could 
keep this in mind throughout the course.

Course Evaluation

http://japanfocus.org/-Herbert_P_-Bix/2741/article.html
http://japanfocus.org/-Herbert_P_-Bix/2741/article.html
http://ces.uvic.ca

